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Sponsors 

 
www.stihlusa.com 

 

Rayonier, Inc. 
www.rayonier.com 

 

 
UF School of Forest Resources and Conservation 

sfrc.ufl.edu 

 

Environmental Services, Inc. 
www.environmentalservicesinc.com 

  

F&W Forestry Services 
www.fwforestry.com 

 

Southern Fuel Wood 

 

www.gp.com 
 

www.gru.com 

 

The Maggard Family 
 

Special Assistance From 

 

Stephen F. Austin University 

University of Tennessee 

http://www.gru.com
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Map of Gainesville, Fl 
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Emergency and Other Important Telephone Numbers 

 

 

 

Fire, Police, Rescue Squad   911 

 

City Police Department    352-334-2400 

 

County Sheriffôs Department   352-367-4000 
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Schedule 
 

Thursday, March 6
th

  

Time  Event Location 

12:00 PM  Registration  Exhibition Building 

5:00 PM  
Dinner - hamburgers, hot dogs, bbq beans, mac &               

cheese, cookies, sweet and unsweet tea 
 Exhibition Building 

5:00-6:00 PM  Stihl Timbersports Participant Registration Exhibition Building 

6:00 PM  ASFC Executive Meeting  Exhibition Building 

  Faculty Advisors Meeting  Exhibition Building 

6-7:00 PM  Timbersports contestants  at site for wood draw & setup Exhibition Building 

7:00 PM  Stihl Collegiate Timber Sports   Exhibition Building 

  

Friday, March 7
th

  

  Breakfast  On your own 

7:30 AM  Check-in Technical Events  Exhibition Building 

  
Pole Classification, DBH Estimation, Wood ID,        

Photogrammetry 
  

9:30 AM  Check-in Technical Events  Exhibition Building 

  
Timber Estimation, Wildlife ID, Dendrology, Compass and 

Pacing 
 

11:30 AM  Demonstration by Stihl Timbersports Pro Mike Slingerland Exhibition Building 

11:30 AM  Lunch  On your own 

12:00 PM  Team Pictures (group 1)   

12:30 PM  Axe Throw  

1:30 PM  Knife Throw  

2:30 PM  Pole Felling  

3:30 PM  Pole Climbing  

4:30 PM  Log Birling  Gator-infested swamp ;) 

6:30 PM  
Dinner - fish fry, cheese grits, coleslaw, rolls,  brownies, sweet 

and unsweet tea 
 Exhibition Building 

7:30 PM  Protest Committee Meeting  Exhibition Building 

7:30 PM  ASFC Executive Meeting  Exhibition Building 

9:00 PM  Entertainment  Exhibition Building 

  

Saturday, March 8
th

  

  Breakfast  On your own 

8:00 AM  Archery  

9:00 AM  Chain Throw  

10:00 AM  Men's Bow Saw  

11:00 AM  Women's Bow Saw  

12:00 PM  Demonstration by Stihl Timbersports Pro Mike Slingerland Exhibition Building 

12:00 PM  Lunch  On your own 

12:30 PM  Team Pictures (group 2)  

1:00 PM  Log Roll  

2:00 PM  Crosscut Sawing (Men's, Women's, Jack and Jill)  

4:30 PM  Log Chop  

5:30 PM  Protest Committee Meeting  Exhibition Building 

6:00 PM  
Dinner - chicken, pork, green beans, potato salad,                                      

rolls, key lime pie, sweet and unsweet tea 
 Exhibition Building 

7:30 PM  Awards Ceremony  Exhibition Building 

9:00 PM  Late Check-out if leaving that night  Exhibition Building 
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Random Order of Schools for Events (Generated by random number generator) 

ARCHERY     BOW SAWING ï WOMENôS     

1  Clemson 1  Stephen F. Austin 

2  Texas A&M 2  Georgia 

3  Arkansas-Monticello 3  Alabama A&M 

4  Kentucky 4  Arkansas-Monticello 

5  Tennessee 5  Auburn 

6  Auburn 6  Florida 

7  Oklahoma State 7  Clemson 

8  North Carolina State 8  North Carolina State 

9  Georgia 9  Virginia Tech 

10  Alabama A&M 10  Kentucky 

11  Mississippi State 11  Tennessee 

12  Louisiana Tech 12  Mississippi State 

13  Virginia Tech 13  Oklahoma State 

14  Stephen F. Austin 14  Texas A&M 

15  Florida 15  Louisiana Tech 

AXE THROWING     BIRLIN G 

1  Florida 1  Stephen F. Austin 

2  Mississippi State 2  North Carolina State 

3  Texas A&M 3  Kentucky 

4  Auburn 4  Louisiana Tech 

5  Kentucky 5  Clemson 

6  Alabama A&M 6  Florida 

7  Clemson 7  Texas A&M 

8  Arkansas-Monticello 8  Arkansas-Monticello 

9  Louisiana Tech 9  Oklahoma State 

10  Georgia 10  Mississippi State 

11  Stephen F. Austin 11  Tennessee 

12  Tennessee 12  Virginia Tech 

13  Virginia Tech 13  Alabama A&M 

14  North Carolina State 14  Auburn 

15  Oklahoma State 15  Georgia 

BOW SAWING ï MENôS   CHAIN THROWING  

1  Auburn 1  Auburn 

2  Mississippi State 2  North Carolina State 

3  Arkansas-Monticello 3  Georgia 

4  Louisiana Tech 4  Clemson 

5  Texan A&M 5  Virginia Tech 

6  Oklahoma State 6   Tennessee 

7  Alabama A&M 7  Florida 

8  Stephen F. Austin 8  Oklahoma State 

9  Florida 9  Louisiana Tech 

10  North Carolina State 10  Arkansas-Monticello 

11  Tennessee 11  Kentucky 

12  Kentucky 12  Alabama A&M 

13  Georgia 13  Texas A&M 

14  Clemson 14  Stephen F. Austin 

15  Virginia Tech 15  Mississippi State 
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CROSSCUT ï JACK & JILL    KNIFE THROWING  

1  Tennessee 1  Louisiana Tech 

2  Mississippi State 2  Virginia Tech 

3  Oklahoma State 3  Arkansas-Monticello 

4  Stephen F. Austin 4  Oklahoma State 

5  Georgia 5  Georgia 

6  Florida 6  Mississippi State 

7  Texas A&M 7  Tennessee 

8  Kentucky 8  Kentucky 

9  Auburn 9  Auburn 

10  Alabama A&M 10  Alabama A&M 

11  Arkansas-Monticello 11  North Carolina State 

12  Virginia Tech 12  Texas A&M 

13  North Carolina State 13  Florida 

14  Clemson 14  Clemson 

15  Louisiana Tech 15  Stephen F. Austin 

CROSSCUT ï MENôS    LOG CHOPPING 

1  Arkansas-Monticello 1  Stephen F. Austin 

2  Oklahoma State 2  Clemson 

3  Georgia 3  Alabama A&M  

4  Kentucky 4  Texas A&M 

5  Clemson 5  Kentucky 

6  Virginia Tech 6  North Carolina State 

7  Mississippi State 7  Mississippi State 

8  Tennessee 8  Virginia Tech 

9  North Carolina State 9  Tennessee 

10  Alabama A&M 10  Louisiana Tech 

11  Florida 11  Arkansas-Monticello 

12  Louisiana Tech 12  Oklahoma State 

13  Auburn 13  Georgia 

14  Stephen F. Austin 14  Auburn 

15  Texas A&M 15  Florida 

CROSSCUT ï WOMENôS   LOG ROLLING  

1  Virginia Tech 1  Florida 

2  Kentucky 2  Tennessee 

3  Louisiana Tech 3  Clemson 

4  North Carolina State 4  Louisiana Tech 

5  Auburn 5  Oklahoma State 

6  Texas A&M 6  Arkansas-Monticello 

7  Alabama A&M 7  Kentucky 

8  Mississippi State 8  Mississippi State 

9  Georgia 9  Auburn 

10  Tennessee 10  Alabama A&M 

11  Arkansas-Monticello 11  Stephen F. Austin 

12  Florida 12  Texas A&M 

13  Oklahoma State 13  North Carolina State 

14  Clemson 14  Virginia Tech 

15  Stephen F. Austin 15  Georgia 
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POLE CLIMBING  

1  Arkansas-Monticello 

2  Georgia 

3  Virginia Tech 

4  Texas A&M 

5  Clemson 

6  North Carolina State 

7  Alabama A&M 

8  Stephen F. Austin 

9  Auburn 

10  Oklahoma State 

11  Mississippi State 

12  Louisiana Tech 

13  Tennessee 

14  Florida 

15  Kentucky 

 

POLE FELLING  

1  Tennessee 

2  Mississippi State 

3  North Carolina State 

4  Alabama A&M 

5  Oklahoma State 

6  Virginia Tech 

7  Arkansas-Monticello 

8  Louisiana Tech 

9  Florida 

10  Clemson 

11  Georgia 

12  Kentucky 

13  Texas A&M 

14  Stephen F. Austin 

15  Auburn 
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Association of Southern Forestry Clubs Constitution (Revised 2006) 

 

Article I.  Name 
A.  The name of the organization shall be the Association of Southern Forestry Clubs, hereafter 

referred to as the ASFC. 

Article II.  Goals and Objectives 

A.  Goals:  To encourage leadership, teamwork, competition, sportsmanship, professionalism, 

skill development, and fellowship among the students and clubs of the ASFC. 

B.  Objectives:  

  1.  Hold an annual Conclave. 

  2.  Use the activities of planning for and participation in Conclave to encourage the 

development of leadership, teamwork, competition, sportsmanship, and 

professional and skill development among students within ASFC member 

schools.  

  3.  The purpose of all competitions at Conclave should be to foster the ideals emphasized 

in objective 2. 

4.  Every effort should be made to enhance the importance and role of  professionalism in 

Conclave. 

  

Article III.  Membership   
 A.   1.  Any forestry club of a university or college in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 

Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 

Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, or West Virginia granting a baccalaureate degree in 

forestry, or equivalent, with a major of forestry shall be eligible for voting 

membership in the ASFC upon a majority approval of a petition submitted to the 

voting member clubs; or by application by representation at the Annual 

Conclave.  

2.  Charter Members:  Louisiana State University, University of Florida, Stephen F. 

Austin State College, Mississippi State University, Arkansas A&M College, 

University of the South, Auburn University, Oklahoma State University, 

University of Georgia, North Carolina State College, and Clemson Agricultural 

College.  

3.  Any Forestry Club of a senior university or college within the states in Part 1 of this 

section not granting a baccalaureate degree in forestry shall be eligible for 

associate membership upon a majority approval of a petition submitted to the 

voting member clubs.  

 B.  Privileges  

  1.  Each member club is entitled to one vote and full participation in all Conclave 

activities.  

 C.  Dues 

  1.  The annual dues shall be two hundred dollars ($200) for each member club. Entering 

clubs shall pay a reduced rate to be set by the ASFC.  

  2.  The dues shall be used to pay for correspondence, publications, and other ASFC 

expenses of the host club.  

  3.  The dues for the year will be paid to the host school by January 1, preceding the 

Conclave. 

Article IV.  Officers   
 A.  The officers of the ASFC shall be:  

  1.  President - elected from and by the host club. 

  2.  Vice Presidents - elected from and by each member club. 

  3.  Secretary - elected from and by the host club. 
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  4.  Treasurer - elected from and by the host club. 

  5.  Editor - elected from and by the host club.  

 B.  Tenure of Officers  

  1.  Officers are to hold office until the next Annual Conclave, with the exception of the 

Editor, who will serve until The Southern Forester is distributed.  

 C.  Election of Officers 

  1.  The President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Editor of the ASFC shall be elected by the 

host club at their first club meeting following the Conclave.  

  2.  Vice Presidents of the ASFC shall be elected by their respective member clubs at their 

first meeting following Conclave. 

Article V.  Meetings and archived files 
 A.  Meetings 

1.  The business meetings will be held on the Thursday and Friday evenings. 

  2.  In case of a tie during a vote, the President will cast the deciding vote.  

  3.  No club shall be the host more than once in three years.  

  4.  If a previously elected host notifies the members of the ASFC by October 1 

(preceding the Conclave) that they cannot hold the Conclave, the President shall 

solicit bids from the members and then send a ballot to each member club to be 

voted on in writing.  

  5.  The host club shall be alternated from east to west whenever possible.  

 B.  Files 

  1.  Accumulative files shall be maintained by the host club and shall include all members' 

reports and correspondence.  

  2.  Each file shall contain a copy of the ASFC Constitution.  

Article VI.  Amendments  
 A.  The constitution may be amended or revised by a two-thirds vote of the voting member clubs.  

Article VII.  By -laws 

   A.  By-laws of the ASFC shall be established and altered during the annual Conclave business 

meeting, or at other times by special vote of the clubs in extraordinary cases.  The by-laws may 

be altered by a simple majority vote. 
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ASFC BY-LAWS 

Section 1.  Duties of the ASFC officers shall be: 

 A.  President: 

  1.  To preside at all meetings of the ASFC. 

  2.  To appoint committees. 

  3.  To be responsible for submitting an officersô report to the accumulative files upon the 

completion of the ASFC Conclave. 

  4.  To be responsible for obtaining reports from each of his committees and officer heads 

of the host club. 

  5.  To perform all other duties necessary.  

 B.  Vice Presidents: 

  1.  To act as a representative of their club. 

  2.  To notify the President of his/her election. 

  3.  To complete a report of the activities of their club in the ASFC and be responsible for 

submitting materials to the host club for The Southern Forester. 

  4.  To be responsible for maintaining an accumulative file of ASFC correspondence with 

their club.  

 C.  Secretary: 

  1.  To keep the minutes of all meetings of the ASFC and to conduct all correspondence 

relative to the business of the ASFC. 

  2.  To submit an officerôs report for the accumulative files upon completion of the ASFC 

Conclave. 

 D.  Treasurer: 

  1.  To receive and have custody of all money paid to the ASFC. 

  2.  To keep a careful record of all receipts and expenditures. 

  3.  To prepare a financial report for publication in the annual issue of The Southern 

Forester. 

  4.  To be responsible for the collection of the dues.  

 E.  Editor: 

  1.  To gather and edit all material for the annual publication, The Southern Forester. 

  2.  To see that the provisions of Section 2 of the By-laws are carried out. 

Section 2.  Publications  
 A.  The title of the ASFC publication shall be The Southern Forester.  

 B.  The Constitution shall be published annually in The Southern Forester.  

 C.  The past host club shall publish the Southern Forester within one month after the Annual 

Conclave, if possible.  

 D.  Securing items for publication:  

  1.  The articles shall be edited by the member clubs and submitted to the host club.  

  2.  Articles to be printed in the current issue must be in the hands of the publishing editor 

not later than the time of the Annual Conclave. 

 E.  Distribution.   

  Each person registered for Conclave and the faculty advisors will receive one (1) copy of 

The Southern Forester. 

 F.  Proceedings of each Annual Conclave, including minutes of the business meetings, will be 

published by the host club in The Southern Forester. 
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Section 3.  Contests  
 A.  Conclave competition will consist of the following standard contests:   

   Technical    Physical 

   a.  Dendrology    i.  Menôs Bow Sawing    

   b.  Compass and Pacing   j.  Log Rolling 

   c.  Timber Estimation   k.  Men's Cross-cut Sawing 

   d.  DBH Estimation   l.  Women's Cross-cut Sawing 

   e.  Pole Classification    m.  Jack and Jill Cross-cut Sawing 

   f.  Wood Technology    n.  Log Chopping 

   g.  Photogrammetry   o.  Pole Felling 

   h.  Wildlife    p.  Log Birling 

        q.  Archery 

        r.  Chain Throwing 

        s.  Axe Throwing 

t.  Knife Throwing 

u.  Pole Climbing 

v.  Women's Bow Sawing 

 

 B.  Scoring will be based on the number of schools participating in the Conclave.  First place 

winners in physical events will be awarded a number of points equal to the total number 

of schools participating.  Second place winners receive 1 less point than the total number 

of participating schools, and so on.  Member clubs do not accrue points for events in 

which their contestant (s) is/are disqualified.  First place winners in technical events will 

be awarded a number of points equal to the number of participating schools multiplied by 

1.5.  Second place winners will receive 1.5 points less that the total number of points 

awarded first place; third place winners will receive 3 points less than the total number of 

points awarded to first place winners, and so on, with each succeeding participant who 

satisfactorily completes the events receiving 1.5 or more points.  Any ties for places 1-3 

in each event must be broken by a runoff, as specified in the rules for each event. In the 

case of ties for places from 4
th
 down, the tied contestants will equally share the points. 

 C.  In addition to the standard events established in Section B, there may be a maximum of five 

(5) contests at the discretion of the host club provided that these contests be specified 

with rules and explanations at the preceding Annual Conclave.  Requests for omission of 

any standard contests will be made at the preceding Annual Conclave, with a two-thirds 

(2/3) majority vote necessary for approval. 

Section 4.  Policies governing Conclave participation. 

A.  A standard set of rules will be made and approved by the voting members of the ASFC. 

 B.  A Head Judge and one or more additional Assistant Judges will be assigned to each event 

before competitions begin at a Thursday evening meeting of the faculty advisors.  Head 

Judges for technical events will be the person who was responsible for setting up the 

contest, unless they are not in attendance.  A member of the Protest Committee (see 

Section 6-B) will also be assigned to each event.  Judges for the physical and technical 

events will be selected by the faculty advisors the first day of conclave. 

 C.  Contestants must be an undergraduate enrolled in an ASFC eligible school (see Article III, 

Section A, 1-3) during the term of the conclave in which he/she will be competing. Only 

students presently enrolled in the school or department of forestry (or its equivalent) will 

be eligible to enter ASFC events.  Schools without wildlife or other technical expertise 

within their forestry programs will be allowed to use those majors who are dues paying 

members of the Forestry Club.  Each University must provide a list of competitors that 

has been certified (signed) by the Dean or Chair.  The list should state that every listed 

competitor is eligible given the requirements stated in Section C above. 
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 D.  If a member of a Conclave delegation or spectators from any member club, intentionally or 

otherwise interfere with the progress of any event in the Conclave, that delegation shall 

forfeit the rights to score any points in that event.  

Section 5.  Admittance and withdrawal from ASFC membership. 

 A.  V.P.I. is hereby considered a member of the ASFC by vote taken on May 4, 1963.  

 B.  Tennessee is hereby considered a member of the ASFC by unanimous vote taken on April 9, 

1967.  

 C.  The University of the South is hereby no longer considered a member of the ASFC after 

submission of a letter of resignation on April 12, 1969.  

 D.  The University of Kentucky is hereby no longer considered a member of the ASFC by a vote 

taken on March 29, 1974. 

 E.  Texas A & M is hereby considered a member of the ASFC by a vote taken on April 12, 1975.  

 F.  Louisiana Tech is hereby considered a member of the ASFC by a vote taken on April 6, 1979.  

 G.  West Virginia University is hereby considered a member of the ASFC by a vote taken on 

March 27, 1981.  

 H.  West Virginia is no longer considered a member of the ASFC after submission of a letter of 

resignation on December 5, 1981.    

 I.  Louisiana State University is no longer a member of the ASFC following e-mail 

correspondence to ASFC advisors from LSU School of Renewable Natural Resources 

Director on March 19, 2004.   

 J.  Alabama A&M is hereby considered a member of the ASFC by a vote taken on March 26, 

2004. 

 K.  University of Kentucky is hereby considered a member of the ASFC by a vote taken on 

March 10, 2006 

Section 6.  Adjustments to event rules. 

 A.  A table of random numbers will be used to choose the order of teams participating in each 

event.  This order will be sent to each participating school before the Conclave.  

 B.  Contest protests must be filed in writing with a member of the Protest Committee (see below) 

within 15 minutes of the end of the contest.  From an alphabetical list, those schools in 

odd-numbered positions (1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13) shall provide one member for the Protest 

Committee for the odd year Conclaves.  Those schools in even-numbered positions (2, 4, 

6, 8, 10, 12, 14) shall provide one staff member for the even year Conclaves.  This 

alternate-year rotation system shall be continuous.  Decisions rendered by the Protest 

Committee require a simple majority vote of the Protest Committee members present at 

the hearing.  The decisions are final and are to be communicated to the involved parties 

as soon as possible.  

 C.  Contestants in the log chopping event must wear the required feet and leg protection. 

 D.  The host club must supply tentative lists for contests involving lists to member schools by 

November 1.  Complaints or suggestions for revision must be mailed back to the host 

club by December 1.  Final lists must be sent to all clubs by February 1, with no changes 

being made after this date. 

 E.  The Sportsmanship Award will be voted on by the Conclave Vice-Presidents.  A confidential 

ballot will be submitted within one hour after the last event to the host club.  In case of a 

tie, the host club will place the deciding vote; otherwise, the host club will not vote.  

Clubs may not vote for themselves. 

 F.  In case of a tie for the Ten Year Cup, the decision will be made by total number of points from 

the past ten years.  The member club that retires the Ten Year Cup is responsible for 

obtaining the new overall Ten Year Cup and will bring it to the next Conclave. 

 G.  The host school should come up with non-point events to be distributed by November to other 

schools for their approval or disapproval as to whether the events should be conducted.  
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 H.  Jack and Jill Cross-cut Sawing was officially designated one of the Standard Competitive 

Contests (a ñpoint eventò) by unanimous mailed-in votes from the Member Clubs on 

April 1, 1992.  This corrects an omission in that the status of the Jack and Jill Cross-cut 

Sawing event was never officially voted upon, although it was thought to be a ñpoint 

event.ò  

 I.  Guidelines for the Photogrammetry contest were developed by Clemson and distributed by 

Louisiana Tech.  These guidelines were established as part of the rules for the 

Photogrammetry event by unanimous vote (mailed-in) from Member Clubs on April 1, 

1992.  

 J.  In the event of any display of unsportsmanlike behavior the contestant will automatically be 

disqualified with no points awarded for the event, with final determination made by the 

Protest Committee.  Passed by unanimous vote on March 25, 1993, and becoming 

effective March 26, 1993. 

K.  For safety reasons, the chip start for all crosscut sawing events was eliminated by a majority 

vote of faculty advisors on December 12, 2006.  

L.  Due to cessation of the manufacture of 132 foot chains, the use of 100 foot chains was 

officially adopted for Chain Throw by a vote at the ASFC executive meeting March 17, 

2007. 

M.  A clarification of scoring for Axe Throw was adopted by a vote at the ASFC executive 

meeting March 17, 2007.  From this date forward, double sticks will be awarded zero 

points, and points will only be awarded for sticks of the leading edge of the blade. 

N.  In Womenôs Crosscut Saw, teams with only one eligible female competitor can avoid scoring 

zero points by adding an ineligible female from their school, or another competing 

school.  A 2-female team of this makeup will receive last place points, regardless of the 

time. This rule was adopted by a vote at the ASFC executive meeting March 17, 2007.           

 

Section 7.  Conclave Judicial System  

A.  The Conclave Judicial System has two goals:   

1.  Protecting the environment of Conclave, and  

2.  Protecting the rights of individuals involved in the disciplinary process.  The system 

strives to protect the Conclave environment against acts of violence, destruction, 

and vandalism, and to provide a quality competing and learning environment that 

is safe, secure, and conducive to Conclave pursuits.  Therefore, on occasion, it 

may be necessary to remove individuals from the Conclave community when 

their behavior warrants such actions.  Finally, the system seeks to protect the 

rights of individuals involved in the disciplinary process and promoting fair and 

just decisions. 

B.  Standards of Conduct.  The Conclave Standards of Conduct are set forth in writing to give 

individuals and clubs notice of prohibited conduct.  While participating in Conclave, 

individuals and advisors are representatives of their university and the natural resource 

professions represented, and, as such, are subject to oversight and the standards of 

conduct of their sponsoring university and the ideals of being a professional.  

Specifically: 

1.  Individuals away from their campus as university representatives are subject to 

disciplinary action by their university for breaches of conduct as defined in their 

universityôs student conduct code and/or organization constitution.  All 

accompanying advisors are authorized to maintain good order and good  

representation while traveling to and from Conclave, as well as during Conclave.  

Upon return of individuals to their campus, disciplinary action of a penalizing 

nature may be instituted against individuals for misconduct during trips. 
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2.  Professionals are expected to exhibit the highest standards of honesty and integrity.  

They have a direct and vital impact on the quality of life for all people.  

Accordingly, the services provided by professionals require honesty, impartiality, 

fairness, and equity.  Professionals must perform under a standard of behavior 

that requires adherence to the highest principles of ethical conduct. 

3.  It is the responsibility of each club to be accountable for the collective and individual 

actions if its members.  So, each club is responsible for maintaining order and 

professional conduct within their membership.  Thus, it is expected that 

individual clubs will police themselves.  Should individual club members, or 

entire clubs, fail to meet the expectations of professional conduct, disciplinary 

action of a penalizing nature may be instituted against them by the Judicial 

System.  Unprofessional conduct by club members includes any behavior or 

action that breaks the rules of individual conduct put forward by the host 

university or that of Conclave, especially behavior that brings Conclave into 

public disrepute, contempt, or ridicule, or that reflects unfavorably upon the 

reputation and ethical standards of its host university. 

4.  Specific behaviors and actions that are prohibited during Conclave include, but are not 

limited to: 

a.  Alcohol:  Possession, use, or distribution of alcohol by a minor.  Distribution 

of alcohol to a minor.  Public intoxication. 

b.  Illicit drugs:  Possession, use, or distribution of illicit drugs. 

c.  Disorderly Conduct:  Any behavior that disrupts the regular normal functions 

of the Conclave community, including behavior that breaches the peace 

or violates the rights of others. 

d.  Lewd, Indecent, or Obscene Behavior:  Although undefined here, it may 

include profanity, obscenity within chants, or public nudity. 

e.  Weapons, Firearms, and Explosives:  The unauthorized use or possession of 

fireworks, firearms, dangerous chemicals, explosive materials, dangerous 

devices capable of casting a projectile, or other lethal weapons are 

prohibited. 

f.  Threats of Physical Abuse:  The threat to endanger the health or safety of any 

person or group. 

g.  Physical Abuse or Endangering Conduct:  An act that imperils or jeopardizes 

the health or safety of any person or group. 

h.   Responsibility for Guests of Students:  Conclave participants are responsible 

for informing their guests of Conclave policies and they will be held 

accountable for the behavior of their guests. 

i.  Violation of Local, State and/or Federal Laws:  Violations are a concern to the 

university when such acts result in damage or disrepute to the institution, 

its property, its faculty and staff, or its students. 

5.  To ensure that the students, guests, and spectators participating in Conclave 

understand the Standards of Conduct the following actions will be completed: 

a.  The standards of conduct must be discussed among students and club advisors 

in at least one meeting prior to the individuals signing the required 

statements of understanding that most schools require.   

b.  Requiring Conclave participants to read the standards for conduct and to sign 

that they have read and understand them. 

c.  The standards of conduct will be reinforced again at a meeting of all Conclave 

participants and their advisors once the clubs get to Conclave.  This 

could be done on an individual club basis or at a group meeting of all 

clubs and their members. 
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d.  Providing the standards of conduct in the form of a ñhandoutò to all guests 

entering the Conclave site.  Or, alternatively, posting them at the entry 

ways where spectators will see them.  

e.  Finally, self policing by individual clubs of their members will be initiated to 

prevent problems and to ñimmediately correctò  those infractions that do 

occur. 

C.  Conclave Judicial Board Composition 

The President or Vice President (or in their absence, one-delegated person) for five (5) of 

the participating clubs (selected prior to Conclave via random drawing) and the 

principal Faculty Advisors from all participating clubs will act as a Conclave 

Judicial Board to hear evidence and to decide if individuals or clubs have 

violated the Conclave Standards of Conduct.  The principal Faculty Advisor of 

the host school will serve as the Hearing Officer.  If actions are to be brought 

against an individual or club with officer representation on the Conclave Judicial 

Board, an alternate club will be selected to provide officer representation.  The 

faculty advisor for the individual/club under investigation will excuse 

herself/himself as a judge in the proceedings.  

D.  Inherent Authority 

1.  The host University reserves the right to take necessary and appropriate action for on- 

and off-campus behaviors in order to protect the safety and well being of the 

Conclave community.  Such action may include, but is not limited to, the 

immediate removal of an individual from the Conclave premises. 

2.  The rules and regulations described apply to all conduct on University owned, 

controlled, or operated property, and at all Conclave-sponsored locations and 

functions.  Charges or conflicts resulting from violations of local, state, or federal 

law may not result in disciplinary action by the Conclave Judicial Board, but 

instead may be dealt with by the appropriate civil authorities.  

3.  Charges of individual misconduct must be brought to the attention of any club advisor 

or any representative of the host school, who must report it to the principal 

faculty advisor of the host school, as soon as possible (ASAP).  A preliminary 

investigation by a representative of the host school, appointed by the host 

schoolôs principal advisor, will be conducted to determine if judicial action is 

required or appropriate.  If judicial action is deemed appropriate, the principal 

advisor of the host school will notify the individual(s) ASAP of all alleged 

violations. 

E.  Individual and Club Responsibilities and Rights 

1. Responsibilities: 

a.  The obligation to be fully acquainted with all published regulations and to 

comply with them in the interest of an orderly and productive Conclave 

community.   

b.  The obligation of knowing that oneôs conduct reflects not only upon oneself, 

but also upon Conclave and its participants. 

c.  The obligation to follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable 

behavior commensurate with the aspirations implied by an educated 

person. 

d.   The obligation to respect the rights and property of others. 

2.  Rights: 

a.  The right to a Conclave environment characterized by safety, order, and 

mutual respect. 

b.  The right to a fair hearing when disciplinary action is initiated against an 

individual or a club.   
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3.  Judicial Rights:  Any individual involved in potential disciplinary action is guaranteed 

certain rights to ensure fair and just decisions.  A list of judicial rights is listed 

below:  

a.  The right to the presumption of innocence unless guilt is established.  Guilt is 

determined either by an admission of guilt by the accused or by the 

presentation of evidence to the Board, which establishes guilt by the 

preponderance of evidence. 

b.  The right to be given written notice of the nature of the charge against him/her 

ASAP after: 

1) the alleged violation has occurred or,  

2) the individual and/or club has been identified as the alleged violator.  

c.  The right to be notified of the time and place of the judicial hearing at least 

one (1) hour prior to the hearing to allow time to prepare her/his/their 

case. 

d.  The right to be accompanied in a judicial hearing by one advocate.  The 

advocate may either be another individual participating at Conclave, or 

her/his/their club advisor.  The accused are responsible for ensuring that 

his/her/their advocate is available for the hearing. 

e.  The right, upon request, to face oneôs accuser(s) at the hearing. 

f.  The right not to answer any questions prior to the hearing. 

g.  The right of access, upon request prior to the hearing, to all physical evidence 

(i.e., digital images, printed documents, etc.) to be presented at the 

hearing. 

h.  The right to a fair hearing.   

i.  Neither the accused nor the Conclave Judicial Board will be represented by 

legal counsel.  

j.  No visitors are permitted.  All persons present, excluding Conclave Judicial 

Board members and the hearing officer will be excused from the hearing 

for the deliberation. 

k.  The right to testify and present evidence and material witnesses.  It is the 

responsibility of the accused to notify witnesses to testify on his/her/their 

behalf. 

l.  The right to refuse to answer questions.  Refusal to answer will not be taken as 

an indication of guilt and must be noted without prejudice. 

m.  The right not to appear at the hearing.  Non-attendance at a hearing will not 

be taken as an admission or indication of guilt and must be noted without 

prejudice. However, a ruling will be made in all cases brought before the 

Judicial Board, regardless of whether the person is in attendance. 

n.  The right to hear, question, and rebut adverse witnesses and to rebut 

unfavorable inference which might be drawn from adverse evidence. 

o.  The right to be judged solely on the evidence presented at the hearing and to 

an explanation of the reason(s) for the decision in the case within 

reasonable boundaries of confidentiality.  Both the accuser and the 

accused will be informed of the outcome of any judicial hearing. 

p.  The right to appeal to the Dean/Director/Head of the academic unit hosting 

Conclave. 

F.  Disciplinary Sanctions for Violations of Codes of Conduct.  Disciplinary sanctions within the 

Conclave Judicial System to which individuals or clubs will be subjected to include, but 

are not limited to, the following: 

1.  Warning :  Oral or written notice that a specific behavior or a series of actions is 

unacceptable such that repetition would most likely result in more serious 



 20 

disciplinary action, such as probation, suspension, or expulsion.  The individual 

or club may be officially warned by a Contest Judge, Club Faculty Advisor, or 

any official of the host school, that further unacceptable behavior will result in 

more serious action. 

2.  Restitution:  Compensating the host University or other injured parties including 

faculty, staff, students, or visitors, for damaged, lost, or destroyed property, or 

personal injury.  This action will be officially reported to the Dean/Director/Head 

of the studentôs or clubôs school. 

3.  Suspension:  Loss of specifically designated privileges, which could include, but are 

not limited to:  removal as a Conclave participant, which could include removal 

from some or all of the remaining, and/or future, Conclave activities.  The 

individual or club is eligible to petition the Conclave Judicial Board for 

reinstatement.  Written petitions must be filed with the Hearing Officer within 12 

hours of notification of suspension.  If the conduct of individuals within clubs is 

not self-policed, then actions may be taken against clubs to encourage self-

policing.  This may include suspension of a club for the actions of one or more of 

its members or guests.  If needed, when Conclave is not convened, this process 

may be conducted via electronic communication.  Due process will be followed.  

This action will be officially reported to the Dean/Director/Head of the studentôs 

or clubôs school. 

4.  Expulsion:  When the behavior of an individual for club is totally unacceptable or is 

harmful to the well-being of Conclave and the host University, the individual or 

club will be expelled from the current, and/or future, Conclaves.  The individual 

or club will be separated immediately from Conclave and must leave the 

Conclave site for a specified period of time, after which the individual or club is 

eligible to petition the Conclave Judicial Board for readmission.  If the conduct 

of individuals within clubs is not self-policed, then actions may be taken against 

clubs to encourage self-policing.  This may include expulsion of a club for the 

actions of one or more of its members or guests.  If needed, when Conclave is not 

convened, this process may be conducted via electronic communication.  Due 

process will be followed.  This action will be officially reported to the 

Dean/Director/Head of the individualôs or clubôs school. 

5.  School notification:  For individuals/clubs convicted of sanctions 2 to 4, the 

university hosting Conclave will notify, in writing, the Dean/Director/Head of the 

individualôs or clubôs school. 

G.  Interim  Sanctions 

1. Normally, no sanction will result from the filing of a complaint or from the initiation of 

disciplinary action.  However, pending a hearing, or in extraordinary 

circumstances, the host University may implement provisional sanctions 

including, but not limited to, the suspension of an individual when and where the 

safety of persons or property or the ability of any other individuals to pursue 

Conclave goals would be placed in jeopardy by the continued presence of said 

individual.  Such provisional suspension will not extend beyond 24 hours unless 

continued by the Conclave Judicial Board after the individual has been given the 

opportunity to show cause why the suspension should be discontinued.  All 

interim sanctions will be limited and will not be construed to be disciplinary. 

H.  Appeal Procedure    An individual or club may appeal decisions of the Conclave Judicial 

Board to the Dean/Director/Head of the academic unit hosting Conclave. 

1.  Appeals based upon concrete, objective data are most likely to receive favorable 

consideration.  Some examples include, but are not limited to, the following: 
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a.  Irregularities in due process, which may have influenced the outcome of the 

hearings;  

b.  Demonstrated prejudice against the accused by any participating board 

members;  

c.  Introduction of new evidence that was not available at the time of the original 

hearing; 

d.  The sanction imposed did not fit the offense; or  

f.  Any other reasons where a hearing may be construed as unfair. 

2.  The accused must submit a written statement of the reasons for appealing to the 

Dean/Director/Head of the academic unit hosting Conclave.  This statement must 

be submitted within 12 to 16 hours following receipt of the Conclave Judicial 

Board decision. 

3.  The Dean/Director/Head of the academic unit hosting Conclave may take the 

following actions:  

a.  Decide that there are not sufficient reasons to grant an appeal and thus affirm 

the original action.  In this instance, the original action will stand;   

b.  Send the case back to the Conclave Judicial Board to reconsider a certain 

portion of its sanction;  

c.  Decide that there is sufficient reason to grant an appeal hearing.  

4.  If an appeal is granted, the Dean/Director/Head of the academic unit hosting Conclave 

may: 

a.  Limit the appeal to only such evidence that may relate to the seriousness of 

the sanction, or to any other controversial point cited in the appeal;  

b.  Decide to have a completely new hearing, thereby nullifying any action taken 

in the original hearing;   

c.   Summon to the appeal hearing at least one member of the Conclave Judicial 

Board that originally heard the case;  

d.  Take action that will affirm, reverse, or modify the original action.  Sanctions 

may not be increased within the appeal process. 

Section 8.  Conclave safety plan. 

A.  Everyone is concerned with injury to participants and to spectators when conducting 

Conclave events.  Thus, security and medical professionals should be at the competition 

site during scheduled Conclave events to deal with problems 

B.  Because the risks involved can range from minimal to serious, the a risk management plan 

will be developed and will be followed to at all times.  Copies of the plan are available 

from the university that last hosted Conclave.  

  

 Updated February 2007 
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Risks Involved with the Association of Southern Forestry Clubs Conclave 

 

Conclave is held every spring and is hosted by one of 13 schools in the Association of Southern Forestry 

Clubs (ASFC).  In conclave, there are 14 physical events, which consist of archery, axe throwing, knife 

throwing, chain throwing, log birling, log chopping, log rolling, menôs and womenôs bow sawing, menôs 

and womenôs crosscut sawing, jack and jill crosscut sawing, pole climbing, and pole felling.  Also, there 

are 8 technical events that consist of compass and pacing, DBH estimation, dendrology, photogrammetry, 

pole classification, timber estimation, wildlife identification, and wood technology.  In the physical 

events, and some technical events, there are risks to the participants and to the spectators of the physical 

events.  Technical events are ñclosedò to spectators. 

 

Overall Risks 

 

The risks involved can range from minimal to serious.  Throughout the physical events some of the risks 

would be minor cuts, bruises, sprained ankles and broken bones from falls, and/or deep open cuts from 

using sharp saws and axes.  The risk of injury in the technical events is generally lower.  They could 

consist of scratches, bruises, sprains and broken bones from falls, and because some of the events occur in 

the woods, twigs in eyes, ticks and chiggers, and snake bites are possible.  There is a chance a branch or 

even a tree might fall and hit someone while in the woods.  Also, there is the chance of tripping and 

striking one's head on a tree or other hard object. 

 

Risks by Event:    Physical Events 
 

Chain Throw   (Involves a team of 2 setting out and retrieving a surveyorôs chain over an established 

course of standard size) 

Risks could be a contestant falling, minor cuts from the chain, and sprains or broken bones from falls. 

Pole Fell  (Involves an individual felling a standing pole 20 ft tall.  Many poles are being felled over 

several heats, so contestants are spaced to minimize risk.  Typically there are 3 judges watching 

 and timing each contestant and spectators are kept at a safe distance) Risks could be a contestant 

getting minor cuts or scratches.  However, inattentive judges could be seriously injured by a falling pole. 

 

Pole Climb   (Involves a contestant climbing a 20 ft pole, as fast as possible, that has been shaved of its 

bark, dried for at least a week, and sanded to remove splinters) 

Risks would be a contestant falling from the pole and the possibility of sprains or broken bones, to simple 

slivers and skin burns.  Three students from the contestantôs school hover under the person to break any 

falls.  Injury could occur to the climber or those trying to break falls.  

 

Log Birling   (Involves 2 contestants trying to knock each other off a floating log by controlling log spin 

to upset the otherôs balance; physical contact between contestants is not permitted) 

Risk would be a contestant getting bumps, bruises, or small open wounds.  Cuts to feet might occur if 

broken glass or sharp metal is present on the lake bottom. 

 

Bow Sawing (Menôs and Womenôs)   (An individual cuts through a standard cant, as fast as possible, 

using a bow saw) 

Risk would be contestants seriously cutting themselves on the leg by the sharp teeth of the saw as it drops 

at the end of the cut, or receiving minor cuts.  Additionally, if the blade begins to serpentine within the 

cant and the cutter is inexperienced, considerable effort is needed to complete the cut and could lead to 

exhaustion and muscle pulls. 
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Crosscut Sawing (Menôs, Womenôs, and Jack and Jill)   (A Two-person team cuts, as fast as possible, 

through a standard cant using a cross-cut saw) 

Risk would be contestants seriously cutting themselves on the leg by the sharp teeth of the saw as it drops 

at the end of the cut, or receiving minor cuts.  This has happened in recent conclaves and an emergency 

room visit was needed to stitch-up the wound.  

 

Archery    (Contestants shoot 6 arrows into targets at distances of 20, 40 and 60 yards, in two heats of 6-7 

contestants each) 

Risk would be a contestant misfiring and causing injury to another contestant, judge, or a spectator. 

 

Axe/Knife Throwing    (Contestants throw a knife/ax at a target painted on the cross-section of a 

softwood tree from a distance of at least15 feet) 

Risk would be a contestant cutting himself/herself with a sharp edge or the knife/axe ricocheting off the 

target stand and striking a spectator.  We have had instances of cuts to the head during the axe throw 

when the contestant was using an overhead throw. An emergency room visit was needed to stitch-up the 

wound.  

 

Log Chopping   (Involves a contestant standing on and chopping through a standard cant that has been 

fastened to a base, as fast as possible.  Metal shoe protectors and shin guards are required.  Seven 

cants are being chopped simultaneously in two heats, so contestants are spaced to minimize risk.  

Typically there are 3 judges watching and timing each contestant) 

Risk would be a contestant receiving minor cuts or deep open wounds, especially to their feet or ankles.  

Additionally, the axe could fly out of a contestantôs hands, injuring a judge or spectator.  For this reason, 

spectators are kept a considerable distance from the event, and judges place themselves in locations where 

they are less likely to be hit by a flying axe. 

 

Log Rolling   (A 2-member team uses peavies to manipulate a large heavy log down a constrained 

course, as fast as possible) 

Risk would be a contestant receiving cuts, bruises, or smashed fingers/toes. 

 

Risks by Event:  Technical Events 
 

Photogrammetry   (This is an indoor event where individual contestants use photogrammetry equipment 

and technical knowledge to answer written questions) 

There are no obvious risks, except eye strain if lighting is poor. 

 

Wildlife Identification     (This is an indoor event where 2-member teams identify wildlife specimens and 

their host plants.)  

There are no obvious risks.  In rare situations, allergic reactions to the preservatives used in specimens 

might occur. 

 

Dendrology  (This is an in-forest event where contestants identify marked trees to species) 

Risk would be a contestant receiving small cuts and scratches, or falling down and spraining a wrist or 

ankle, or breaking a bone, or falling branches or trees.   Wasp stings, ticks and chiggers, twigs in eyes, 

and snake bites are possible. 

 

DBH Estimation  (This is an in-forest event where contestants ñeyeballò the diameter of marked trees) 

Risk would be a contestant receiving small cuts and scratches, or falling down and spraining a wrist or 

ankle, or breaking a bone, or falling branches or trees.   Wasp stings, ticks and chiggers, twigs in eyes, 

and snake bites are possible. 
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Compass and Pacing  (This is an in-field event where contestants traverse an established course using 

predetermined instructions) 

Risk would be a contestant receiving small cuts and scratches, or falling down and spraining a wrist or 

ankle, or breaking a bone.  Wasp stings, ticks and chiggers, twigs in eyes, and snake bites are possible. 

 

Pole Classification   (This is an in-forest event where contestants assess marked trees to fit specific 

standards) 

Risk would be a contestant receiving small cuts and scratches, or falling down and spraining a wrist or 

ankle, or breaking a bone, or falling branches or trees.  Wasp stings, ticks and chiggers, twigs in eyes, and 

snake bites are possible. 

 

Timber Estimation   (This is an in-forest event where contestants assess the volume or weight of trees in 

a predetermined area) 

Risk would be a contestant receiving small cuts and scratches, or falling down and spraining a wrist or 

ankle, or breaking a bone, or falling branches or trees.  Wasp stings, ticks and chiggers, twigs in eyes, and 

snake bites are possible. 

 

Wood Technology  (This is an indoor event where individual contestants identify blocks of wood to 

species) 

Risk would be a contestant receiving small cuts and scratches from using a pocketknife to cut wood 

samples.   Eye strain might occur if lighting is poor. 

 

Precautions Taken 

 

During the events, participants have the option of using any safety equipment (PPE) they have brought 

with them.  Rules for individual events have been examined in order to modify safety requirements 

relative to the above mentioned risks.  Mandatory safety equipment is discussed under each event.  For all 

of the physical events, there will be certified paramedics present to tend to any minor or major injuries.  

First Aid kits will be provided to the technical event judges for the minor injuries that might occur.  First 

Aid kits will also be provided in all vans used to transport participants.  Phones will be provided to head 

judges for technical events if they need help from paramedics.  Precautions will be taken to ensure the 

safety of spectators.  These include roping off designated areas at a distance to where injury to spectators 

watching contests is almost impossible.  Also, maps to the nearest hospital will be provided to each 

school upon check-in to the event, and they will be posted in heavily used areas in case students are 

injured at times when paramedics are not available.  Emergency phone numbers will be attached to these 

maps.  Because there has been considerable van-based travel to and from events for participants at some 

conclaves, trained drivers and sufficient well-maintained vans will be provided.  Additionally, because a 

branch or tree might fall and hit someone while in the woods, or tripping and striking one's head on tree 

might occur, hard-hats must be worn during all forest-based technical events.  Finally, to reduce the 

chance of snake bites, and sprains and breaks, good quality high-top boots should be worn during all 

forest-based technical events. 
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2008 Protest Committee 

 

As per Section 6B of the ASFC Constitution, the Protest Committee will be composed of 8 schools 

selected from an alphabetical list of all schools; odd numbered schools (bold type) in the list below will 

be utilized in 2008.  Each school below in bold type will designate one faculty advisor to serve on the 

Protest Committee for the duration of the Conclave.  Protest Committee members should attend as many 

events as possible; one member of the Protest Committee will be assigned to be the official Protest 

Committee representative for each event. That person should assist the Head Judge in noting the official 

ending time of each event so it can be determined if any incoming protests filed in writing are filed in 

accordance with the 15 minute time limit specified in the rules.  Oral protests will not be addressed.  *To 

the extent possible, Protest Committee members should attempt to head off likely protests related to the 

set up of an event or unusual equipment by asking for a consensus from all competitors that the unusual 

item or circumstance in question will be acceptable, prior to the start of the event.  Examples include 

laying out throwing knives, axes, saws, peaveys, bows and arrows, etc. for all to see and agree on before 

the start of competition.       

 

1. Alabama A&M  9. Mississippi State 

2. Arkansas-Monticello 10. North Carolina State 

3. Auburn   11. Oklahoma State 

4. Clemson   12. Stephen F. Austin 

5. Florida   13. Texas A&M 

6. Georgia   14. Tennessee 

7. Kentucky   15. Virginia Tech 

8. Louisiana Tech  
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2008 Collegiate Stihl
á
 Timbersports

á
 Rules 

 

GENERAL:  

¶ All contestants must be registered and submit a signed waiver form before being allowed to compete. 

¶ Competitors are responsible for having their own medical and other applicable insurance.  No such 

insurance is provided by Stihl or any other entity associated with the STIHL
® 

TIMBERSPORTS
® 

Series. 

¶ Competitors are responsible for providing their own axe and single buck saw.  STIHL will provide 

the competition chain saw. 

 

TIMING:  

The Starter will attempt to make the cadence as consistent as possible to ensure that no competitor is 

advantaged or disadvantaged.  

¶ The commencement of timing of the Underhand and Single Buck occurs when the Head Judge or 

Starterôs cadence (ñTimers ready, Contestants Ready, Three-Two-One-Go) reaches the word ñGoò; 

and ends when the block is severed. 

¶ The commencement of timing for Stock Saw occurs when the Head Judge or Starterôs cadence 

(ñTimers ready, Contestants Ready, Get SetééGo) reaches the word ñGoò; and ends when the 

second ñCookieò is severed from the log. 

¶ It is under the discretion of the Head Judge if a contestant is to be disqualified for ñJumping the Gunò. 

¶ In sawing events, failure to cut complete disks or cutting over the line marked on the wood will result 

in disqualification and no points awarded. 

¶ In the chopping event, failure to sever the block into 2 pieces will result in disqualification and no 

points awarded. 

¶ Disqualification (DQ) or not finishing an event (DNF) results in no points in that event. 

 

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS:  

¶ All axe heads must be pinned. 

¶ Contestants must wear foot protection in the Underhand Chop event. 

¶ Hearing Protection, Eye Protection and Chaps are required for the STIHL Stock Saw event. 

¶ A whistle will sound to clear the deck before a heat begins and will sound again to mark the end of 

the heat. 

¶ There will be a three (3) minute maximum time for each event.  At the three (3) minute mark the 

event will be stopped (by whistle blow) and contestants who have not finished will be given a time of 

three (3) minutes. 

 

WOOD: 

The preferred wood for the STIHL events will be round wood (white pine) in the following sizes: 

¶ Stihl Stock Saw  16ò diameter       

¶ Single Buck/Crosscut 19ò diameter   

¶ Underhand Chop  13ò diameter 

Some regional variations will be allowed for species and diameter. 

 

TIE BREAKERS:  

¶ For ties in individual events, each contestant will be given the higher amount of   points. 

¶ Ties in overall points for first place will be broken with a stock saw saw-off.  
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UNDERHAND/HORIZONTAL CHOP:  

¶ Time Starts:  On the word ñGoò  Time Stops: When the block is clearly severed. 

¶ The block is chopped from both sides until completely severed. 

¶ Foot protection must be worn. 

¶ Note:  Upon completing and stepping off the block, do not touch the block until the head judge has 

determined that the block is completely cut. 

 

STIHL STOCK SAW:  

¶ One down cut, One up cut in order. 

¶ STIHL MS 440 Magnums will be used for this event (An MS 660 will be used in the summer 

Championships).  The stock saws will be provided by a STIHL designated technician. Immediately 

prior to the first heat the ring foreman will use each saw to make one cut on the contest wood to warm 

it up. 

¶ The wood will be marked with a line drawn around the entire block, 4 inches in from the end of the 

block.  If this line is completely severed or the competitor cuts on the other side of the line the 

competitor is disqualified. 

¶ The saws are to be running, and all 10 fingers of the competitorôs hands must be resting on a line 

drawn on the top of the block until ñGoò. 

¶ Warm Up: 15 seconds to warm up the saw.  The countdown will begin 15 seconds after the end of the 

warm up period. 

¶ Time Starts: On the word ñGoò. Time Stops: When the second (2nd) disc is clearly severed. 

¶ All discs must be complete, ñcutting-outò results in disqualification. 

¶ Hearing Protection, Eye Protection, and Chaps are required. 

¶ If the saw shuts off after the contestant touches it the contestant can restart it and finish the cut and 

then turn it over to the saw technician who will determine if the saw is still working correctly.   

¶ If the saw is determined to be in working order, then the contestantôs time stands. 

¶ If the saw is determined to be malfunctioning, a new saw will be introduced and the competitor will 

be granted a re-cut. 

 

SINGLE BUCK / CROSSCUT SAW: 

¶ Contestants may have a helper to wedge and spray/lubricate the saw.  All helpers should stand on the 

log side of saw. 

¶ No competitor is allowed to use a counter weight on the opposite end of the crosscut saw. 

¶ Time Starts:  On the word ñGoò.  Time Stops: When the disc is clearly severed. 

¶ Competitor is allowed a 12ò arc starting cut on 19ò wood. 

¶ 1.5ò of wood is allowed to make the cut. 

¶ The disc must be complete, or the contestant will be disqualified. 

¶ Contestants may question the location of starting cuts designated on or near obvious knots.  

Alternative location of the starting cut will be decided by the head judge.  Knots encountered 

thereafter will be considered luck of the draw.  Cut-outs will disqualify the cut. 
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General Statement of Rules 

 

Entrants 
1. Each member club will be allowed one entry (team or individual as appropriate) in each event. 

The term ñmember clubò as used in these rules includes associate member clubs.  

2. Contestants must register with the Judge Committee before the start of the contest itself.  

3. Each member club will be represented by one team captain, who will act as spokesman for his 

team.  

4. Substitutions may be made with the approval of the judges.  

5. The order of contestants will be determined by the host school prior to the Conclave.  

Random number tables will be used. (When contestants compete simultaneously, the position in 

each event will be determined by drawing of numbers at the beginning of each event.) 

6. Refer to ASFC Constitution, Article VIII, Section F.  

Equipment 
1. Contestants will be expected to furnish their own equipment for events unless otherwise 

stipulated by individual contest rules.  

2. All equipment furnished by the individual contestants is subject to inspection and approval by the 

judges.  

Duplicate Winning Efforts  
1. These rules apply to any event not covered by rules governing ties.  

2. In case of duplicate winning efforts for first, second, or third place, there will be a runoff. In case 

of a tie for any place from fourth on down, the total points for the position immediately following 

will be added and divided equally between the tied contestants. The place tied for will 

automatically eliminate the next lower place. For example, in the case of a tie for fourth place, 

there will be no fifth place points awarded. Sixth place points, however, will be awarded.  

Penalties and Disqualifications 
1. Before each event, judges for the event will review the rules with the contestants.  

2. Adherence to good sportsmanship and fair play will be expected from all participants. Automatic 

disqualification with no points awarded will result if any display of unsportsmanlike behavior is 

observed. The final determination will be made by the Protest Committee.1 Any interference with 

a competitor will lead to disqualification.  

3. Compliance with the rules of the event will be determined by the judges and their decision will be 

final. Protests may be filed after the event according to Article VIII, Section K, of the ASFC 

Constitution. The protestant is allowed to attend the protest meeting.  

4. All events will be within a roped-off area; only judges, contestants and photographers will be 

allowed inside.  

5. Events will be conducted according to the written rules and according to unanimous decisions 

among contestants and judges prior to the event.  

Timed Events 
1. In all events in which the fastest time determines the placing positions, OFFICIAL TIME will 

consist of the average time registered on the two closest agreements of three separate stop 

watches operated by three different individuals.  

Judgesô Representatives 
1. Judgesô Representatives are persons who actually set up technical events. These representatives 

will do no actual judging, but merely assist the judges in setting up the events.  

2. No member of a club with a team competing in the Conclave may act as a Judgesô Representative 
in technical events.  

3. Rules 1 and 2 apply only when the host club is competing.  

______________________________ 

1 Amendment approved March 25, 1993 and effective March 26 
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Physical Events                             

ARCHERY  

 

 1. Each member club may enter one contestant. 

 

 2. Competition will be on an individually-scored basis. 

 

 3. National Archery Association of the United States rules are to be used. 

 

 4. Contestants will shoot 1/5 of the Junior American Round--6 arrows at 40 yards, 6 arrows at 30 

yards, and 6 arrows at 20 yards, respectively. 

  

 5. Targets shall be of standard size (48 inches) in diameter, divided into a central disc 9-3/5 inches 

in diameter.  Five concentric rings each 4-4/5 inches in width colored from center out, 

respectively, gold, red, blue, black and white. 

 

 6. Targets shall be placed so that the center of the gold is 51 inches from the ground. 

 

 7. Only conventional hunting bows with a minimum weight of 30 pounds at 28 inches may be used. 

 

 8. Use of external stabilizers, sights, pulleys, or releases will not be allowed.  All bows shall be 

thoroughly inspected and approved by the judge prior to shooting. 

 

 9. Only arrows with field type points may be used.  No broadhead points may be    

 used.             

 

 10. No cross bows will be allowed. 

 

 11. The face of the target has 5 concentric rings each bearing a scoring value: gold center, 9 points 

for each hit; red scores 7; blue scores 5; black scores 3; and white scores 1 point. 

 

 12. An arrow cutting through two colors is given the higher value (unless arrow is touched before the 

decision is made by scorekeeper, in which case the lower value is taken). 

 

 13. Any arrow rebounding from target face shall be re-shot. 

 

 14. Arrows must not be touched or withdrawn from target face until official scoring is completed. 

 

 15. One half of the contestants shoot at one time on two or more targets. 

  

 16. Six practice shots at any distance, which will be left to the discretion of the competitor, will be 

allowed prior to the competition.   

 

 17. Arrows may be handed to the contestant. 

 
 
 
 

SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: ARCHERY 
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1.  Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is    

 scheduled to start; record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). 

 

2.  Announce the order of schools (This is already recorded on the scoresheet): 

  Changes may be made in the above order as long as all contestants agree.    

 

3.  Read the rules to the contestants.  Rule 15 states ½ of contestants shoot at one time; there 

are 8 targets available. Contestants 1-8 will shoot on their target from 40 yds, then contestants 8-

15 shoot at this same distance and then will both will be scored.  This procedure will be followed 

at 30 and 20 yds.  

 

4.  Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the target that can be corrected or if they object 

to any other contestant's equipment.  Remind them not to touch arrows until they are scored by a 

judge. 

 

5.    After the practice round and as each arrow is scored during the competition, clearly mark arrow 

holes with a marker so they will not be associated with future shots. 

 

6.  In case of a tie for first, second or third place a runoff for these places is required.  Have the tied 

contestants shoot 2 arrows at each distance and then score it as if they had been shot from one 

distance. 

 

7.  Be sure to have head judge sign the scoresheet and indicate the time that the event   

 ended. 

 

8. Be sure to turn in the completed scoresheet to the head scorekeeper.  Allow the emcee to 

announce the winners of the first 3 places. 
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AXE THROW  

  

 1. Each member club may enter one contestant. 

 

 2. Each contestant must provide his/her own axe. 

 

 3. The axe handle must be at least eighteen (18") inches long, measured from where the handle 

enters the head.  The axe may have either a single or double bit head. 

 

 4. The target shall be the end of a log or its equivalent, at least twenty (20") inches in diameter, and 

have a bullseye three (3") inches in diameter inscribed upon it.  Two additional rings of nine (9") 

and eighteen (18") inches in diameter respectively shall also be inscribed upon the target.  The 

center of the target shall be from three and one-half (3-1/2') to four (4') feet above the ground and 

the face shall be plumb.  Point value shall be: three (3) points for the inner ring, two (2) points for 

the middle ring, and one (1) point for the third ring.  Hits on the line shall count the higher point 

value.  Double sticks will be awarded zero points, and points will only be awarded for sticks of 

the leading edge of the blade (Approved by vote at ASFC executive meeting March 17, 2007). 

 

 5. Contestants will be allowed three practice throws prior to the five count throws. 

 

 6. Each throw will be made from between two lines on the ground which shall be five (5) and ten 

(10) yards from the target, respectively. No point count will be given for any throw in which the 

contestant steps over the line before the axe strikes the target.  Amended March 21, 1996. 

    

 7. Highest cumulative point score wins. 

 

 8. The target will be placed so that the sun is at the contestant's back if possible. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: AXE THROW 
 

1.  Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is    

 scheduled to start; record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). 

 

2.  Announce the order of schools (this is already on the scoresheet): 

 

       Changes may be made in the above order as long as all contestants agree.  

 

3.  Read the rules to the contestants.  Settle any questions or problems now if at all possible.  

Emphasize Rule 6 regarding stepping over the line. 

 

4.  Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the target that can be corrected or if they object 

to any other contestant's axe. 

 

5. Ask and record each contestant's name as the school is called to the line.  Please print. 

 

6.  Line up contestants and let them make one throw each on the target to soften up the target face.  

DO this as quickly as possible. 

 

7.  Make calls of points on the practice throws and keep a tally of the number of practice throws 

taken but do not record scores of practice throws on the scoresheet.  Record only the five contest 

throws taken for competition on the scoresheet. 

 

8.  In the case of a tie for first, second or third place a runoff for these places is required.  Have the 

contestants involved take an additional five throws each until the place is determined.  Up to three 

practice throws will be allowed prior to their runoff throws. 

 

9. Be sure to have head judge sign the scoresheet and indicate the time that the event ended. 

 

10.  Be sure to turn in the completed scoresheet to the head scorekeeper.  Allow the emcee to 

announce the winners of the first 3 places. 
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BOWSAW - MENôS 

 

1. Each member club may enter one contestant. 

 

2. Each contestant will use his/her own saw. The host school shall make available to all clubs a 

backup saw, to be used at the discretion of the contestants, with the clock continuing to run.  

Replacement of the contestantôs own saw with the backup saw may be made only in the event of 

a deformity or dysfunction of the original bow saw.  An inspection of the original saw by the 

judges will follow the completion of the cut to determine saw deformity.  If the judges rule that 

the original saw was not deformed the contestant will be automatically disqualified and no points 

will be awarded. A consensus was reached on what constitutes a deformity: ñany breakage of 

teeth or warp of saw bladeò.  Approved at the ASFC business meeting; March 25, 1993.      

 

3. The use of lubricants will be left to the discretion of the contestant.  Only the constant may 

lubricate his saw. 

 

4. Cutting material shall consist of a square cant uniformly eight by eight (8" x 8") inches of a soft 

hardwood species.  The species will be specified to each school by January 1.  The cant will be 

firmly secured into a cradle so that it is two and one-half (2.5') feet from the ground.  The angle 

of the set to the cant must also be specified prior to the Conclave. 

 

5. The contestant who saws completely through the cant in the least time shall be the winner. 

 

6. Practice cuts will be allowed on contest cants but cannot overlap actual cut on competition. 

 

7. All cants should be kept green by soaking with water as soon as possible (preferably two or three 

days after cutting). 

 

8. Time shall start when the teeth of the saw touch the cant. 

 

9. Time shall end when cut portion hits the ground. 

 

10. Contestants must wear safety chaps during the competition (Added by SFASU, 3-10-05, as 

result of approval of revised constitution with its risk management plan). 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: BOWSAW ï MENôS 
 

1. Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is scheduled to start; 

record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). 

 

2. Announce the order of schools (this is already on the scoresheet):  Changes may be made in the 

above order as long as all contestants agree. 

 

3. Read the rules to the contestants.  Settle any questions or problems now if at all possible. 

 

4. Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the cant stand that can be corrected or if they 

object to any other contestant's equipment. You may allow students (no more than 6) from the 

contestantôs school to assist in keeping the cant holder from rocking. 

 

5. Please emphasize to the contestants that our goal is to have everyone cut on the same cant.  

Therefore, please try to make a practice start/cut within 1 inch of the end of the cant.  This portion 

will then be removed with a chainsaw to prevent the bow saw from jumping into the practice 

start.  Encourage each competitor to use his discretion but try to make the competition cut within 

2-3 inches of the end of the cant. 

 

6. Allow time for a practice cut on the cant and allow the contestant and the Events Committee to 

arrange the cant to his satisfaction, then ask contestant if he is ready.  Time starts when the teeth 

of the saw touch the cant. 

 

7. Use three stop watches (3 separate individuals) to time the event.  The average of the closest two 

is the official time.  Occasionally, one watch (or its user!) will malfunction and you will have 

only two times; average these for the official time. 

 

8. Check for ties for first, second and third places.  Only these three places must be resolved by 

additional timed cuts.  

 

9. Be sure to have head judge sign the score sheet and indicate the time that the event ended. Allow 

the emcee to announce the winners of the first 3 places.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 35 

BOWSAW - WOMENôS 

 

1. Each member club may enter one contestant. 

 

2. Each contestant will use his/her own saw. The host school shall make available to all clubs a 

backup saw, to be used at the discretion of the contestants, with the clock continuing to run.  

Replacement of the contestantôs own saw with the backup saw may be made only in the event of 

a deformity or dysfunction of the original bow saw.  An inspection of the original saw by the 

judges will follow the completion of the cut to determine saw deformity.  If the judges rule that 

the original saw was not deformed the contestant will be automatically disqualified and no points 

will be awarded. A consensus was reached on what constitutes a deformity: ñany breakage of 

teeth or warp of saw bladeò.  Approved at the ASFC business meeting; March 25, 1993.      

 

3. The use of lubricants will be left to the discretion of the contestant.  Only the constant may 

lubricate her saw. 

 

4. Cutting material shall consist of a square cant uniformly eight by eight (8" x 8") inches of a soft 

hardwood species.  The species will be specified to each school by January 1.  The cant will be 

firmly secured into a cradle so that it is two and one-half (2.5') feet from the ground.  The angle 

of the set to the cant must also be specified prior to the Conclave. 

 

5. The contestant who saws completely through the cant in the least time shall be the winner. 

 

6. Practice cuts will be allowed on contest cants but cannot overlap actual cut on competition. 

 

7. All cants should be kept green by soaking with water as soon as possible (preferably two or three 

days after cutting). 

 

8. Time shall start when the teeth of the saw touch the cant. 

 

9. Time shall end when cut portion hits the ground. 

 

10. Contestants must wear safety chaps during the competition (Added by SFASU, 3-10-05, as 

result of approval of revised constitution with its risk management plan). 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: BOWSAW ï WOMENôS 
 

1. Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is scheduled to start; 

record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). 

 

2. Announce the order of schools (this is already on the scoresheet):  Changes may be made in the 

above order as long as all contestants agree. 

 

3. Read the rules to the contestants.  Settle any questions or problems now if at all possible. 

 

4. Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the cant stand that can be corrected or if they 

object to any other contestant's equipment.  You may allow students (no more than 6) from the 

contestantôs school to assist in keeping the cant holder from rocking. 

 

5. Please emphasize to the contestants that our goal is to have everyone cut on the same cant.  

Therefore, please try to make a practice start/cut within 1 inch of the end of the cant.  This portion 

will then be removed with a chainsaw to prevent the bow saw from jumping into the practice 

start.  Encourage each competitor to use her discretion but try to make the competition cut within 

2-3 inches of the end of the cant. 

 

6. Allow time for a practice cut on the cant and allow the contestant and the Events Committee to 

arrange the cant to his satisfaction, then ask contestant if she is ready.  Time starts when the teeth 

of the saw touch the cant. 

 

7. Use three stop watches (3 separate individuals) to time the event.  The average of the closest two 

is the official time.  Occasionally, one watch (or its user!) will malfunction and you will have 

only two times; average these for the official time. 

 

8. Check for ties for first, second and third places.  Only these three places must be resolved by 

additional timed cuts.  

 

9. Be sure to have head judge sign the score sheet and indicate the time that the event ended. Allow 

the emcee to announce the winners of the first 3 places.  
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BIRLING  

 1. Each member club may enter one contestant. 

 

 2. Contestants must wear long trousers and a shirt.  Footgear may be worn; however, no cleats are 

allowed on foot gear. 

 

 3. The log will be twelve (12') to fourteen (14') feet long and of sufficient diameter to float two 

people. 

 

 4. Contestants will be paired by a drawing conducted by the judges, and the contest will be run by 

double elimination. 

 

 5. Contestants will be assisted in mounting the floating log and will begin birling when both are 

balanced.  Balancing objects may not be used.  No bodily contact between contestants is 

permitted.  An eighteen (18") inch line will be placed at the center of buoyancy on      the log.  

Contestants will not be allowed to touch this line.  A clear signal should be given by each 

competitor to show holders that they are ready. 

 

 6. The contestant who remains on the log or is the last person in the water wins the throw (slight 

rewording to ñin the waterò of rule approved ASFC Executive Meeting March 9, 1995). 

 

 7. The contestant who wins two out of three throws wins the paired trial.  If the judges are unable to 

determine the winner of an individual throw, the throw will be repeated. 

 

 8. The contestant is not allowed to touch the log with any part of his/her body other than the feet at 

any time after competition has started. 

 

 9. The birling log should be a clear log, free of knots, and should be debarked by host club soon 

after cut. 

 

 10. The log must be tested by the host club to insure that it is floatable and will support at least two 

standing 200 lb. people. 

 

 11. The log should be covered with burlap by the host club, covering the entire log. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: BIRLING 
 

1. Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is scheduled to start; 

record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). 

 

2. Announce the order of schools (this is already on the scoresheet).  The random order will be used 

to draw places in the brackets (letters a-o provided in the judges packet).   

 

 

3. Read the rules to the contestants.  Explain the double elimination bracket to the contestants with 

emphasis on how placement will be determined.  Settle any questions or problems now if at all 

possible.   

 

4. Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the birling log or the area for birling that can be 

corrected.  

 

5. Host school will provide two holders for the log to help the contestants get ready.   

 

6. Run through the birls round by round.  The Events Committee should have someone with a bull 

horn to call the schools up for each birl. 

 

7. Be sure to have head judge sign the scoresheet and indicate the time that the event ended. 

 

8. Be sure to turn in the completed scoresheet to the head scorekeeper. Allow the emcee to 

announce the winners of the first 3 places. 
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CHAIN THROW  

 

 1. Each member club may enter one pair of contestants who will work together. 

 

 2. Each team will be responsible for providing their own chain. 

 

 3. The chain shall be a 100 foot chain, without trailer, with a leather thong at least four (4") inches 

long attached to each end (100 foot chain approved by vote at ASFC executive meeting March 

17, 2007). 

 

 4. The chain must be laid out between two fifty (50') foot lines, one hundred and fifty (150') feet 

apart.  Any part of the chain or contestants crossing any line of this rectangle will result in 

disqualification. 

 

 5. The chaining course will consist of two chaining pins set at a distance of ninety nine feet (99') 

apart.  The starting point will be a chaining pin placed five (5') feet from the center of an end line. 

 

 6. The head judge will examine the tied chain at the start and finish of each try to be sure that the 

chain is thrown and tied correctly.  The judge will drop the tied chain from waist height on the 

spot designated by the contestants.  Time begins whenever either contestant first touches the 

chain on the ground. 

 

 7. A stake, one and one half by one and one half (1-1/2" x 1-1/2") inches and three (3') feet above 

the ground, shall be located three feet inside the end line furthest from the starting point. 

 

 8. The chain must be completely laid out by the head chainman, and either or both chainmen must 

remove all kinks from the chain. 

 

 9. Simultaneously with the rear chainman touching the starting pin, the head chainman must stretch 

the chain and clearly touch the chaining pin one hundred and thirty-one feet away. 

 

 10. The chain is then taken up by the head chainman (with assistance from rear chainman, if desired), 

thrown, tied, and dropped from the height of three (3') feet over the stake.  Time ends when the 

chain hits the ground. 

 

 11. To be correctly tied, both thongs must be wrapped at least twice and secured in any fashion so it 

will remain secure after the chain is dropped over the finishing stake.  Failure to achieve this will 

result in disqualification. 

 

 12. One (1) deviation (i.e., one twisted loop or a loop more than one (1) link but less than two (2) 

links out of place) shall be grounds for a twenty (20) second penalty.  More than one (1) deviation 

in any chain (i.e., both of above or two (2) loops twisted, or loops more than two  (2) links out of 

place) shall be grounds for disqualification of the time. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: CHAIN THROW 
 

1. Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is scheduled to 

start; record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). 

 

2. Announce the order of schools (this is already on the scoresheet) Changes may be made in 

the above order as long as all contestants agree. 

 

3. Read the rules to the contestants.  Settle any questions or problems now if at all possible.      

 

4. In order to comply with the rules, both ends of the chain must be touched to the pins at the 

same time.  Flags should be provided so that one judge can be stationed at each pin.  Raise 

the flags in the air when the chain is touching the pin.  When both flags are raised some 

signal needs to be given to the contestants indicating that this requirement has been satisfied.  

Yell "go", blow a whistle, or something. Whatever is decided needs to be told to the 

contestants.     

 

5. Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the course that can be corrected or if they 

object to any other contestant's chain. 

 

6. Inspect the chain before the contest begins and drop it from the waist where the contestants 

indicate.  Time starts when the chain is touched.  Emphasize to the contestants that the chain 

must be dropped over the ending stake, not lowered down to the stake. 

 

7. Check for ties for first, second and third places.  Only these three places must be resolved by 

additional timed runs.  

 

8. Be sure to have head judge sign the scoresheet and indicate the time that the event ended.   

 

9. Be sure to turn in the completed scoresheet to the head scorekeeper.  Allow the emcee to 

announce the winners of the first 3 places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 41 

CROSSCUT SAWING - JACK & JILL  

 

1. Each member club may enter one pair of contestants, one male and one female, who will work 

together. 

 

2. Each team must provide their own two-person cross-cut saw. 

 

3. The use of lubricants will be left to the discretion of the contestants.  The lubrication may not 

be applied over the cant or once the cut has been started. 

 

4. Cutting material shall consist of a squared cant uniformly ten by ten (10" x 10") inches of a soft 

hardwood species.  The species shall be specified to each school by January 1.  The cant will be 

firmly secured into a cradle twenty (20") inches from the bottom of the cant to the ground. 

 

5. The team which saws completely through the cant in the least time shall be declared the winner.  

Time shall start when the saw first moves, after it has been held motionless on or above the 

wood, and after the competitors have signaled they are ready to the judges.  (For safety 

reasons, the chip start was eliminated by a majority vote of advisors December 12, 2006).  

Time shall end when the cut portion strikes the ground. 

 

6. In the event of damage to the saw, the time is continued while changes or repairs are made to 

the saw. 

 

7. Practice cants should be of the same species and condition as the contest cants. 

 

8. All cants should be kept green by soaking with water as soon as possible (preferably two or 

three days after cutting). 

 

9. One practice start or cut shall be allowed on the competition cant immediately before 

competition. 

 

10. Contestants must wear safety chaps during the competition (Added by SFASU, 3-10-05, as 

result of approval of revised constitution with its risk management plan). 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: CROSSCUT ï JACK & JILL 
 

 

1. Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is scheduled to 

start; record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). 

 

2. Announce the order of schools (this is already on the scoresheet):  Changes may be made in the 

above order as long as all contestants agree. 

 

3. Read the rules to the contestants.  Settle any questions or problems now if at all possible.      

 

4. Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the cant that can be corrected or if they object 

to any other contestant's equipment.  Discuss starting techniques and emphasize elimination of 

chip start: some will rest the saw blade on the cant, others will place the hand holder against the 

side of the cant and others will take a running start.  All of these methods are allowed.  It is also 

permissible for someone other than the two contestants from a school to pour/spray lubricant on 

the saw as long as the saw is not held over the cant. 

 

5. If the contestants request and you concur, you may ask for no more than 6 spectators to sit on 

the cant to help hold it secure. Students must stay behind the framework that secures the cant. 

 

6. Please emphasize to the contestants that our goal is to have everyone cut on the same cant.  

Therefore, please try to make a practice start/cut within 1 inch of the end of the cant.  This 

portion will then be removed with a chainsaw to prevent the cross-cut saw from jumping into 

the practice start.  Encourage each team to use their discretion but try to make the competition 

cut within 2-3 inches of the end of the cant. 

 

7. Use three stop watches (3 separate individuals) to time the event.  The average of the closest 

two is the official time.  Occasionally, one watch (or its user!) will malfunction and you will 

have only two times; average these for the official time. 

 

8. Allow time for a practice start on the cant and allow the contestants and the Events Committee 

to arrange the cant to their satisfaction, then ask contestants if they are ready.  Time starts when 

the blade of the saw touches the cant.  Time ends when the cut portion strikes the ground. 

 

 9. Check for ties in first, second and third places.  Only these three places must be resolved by 

additional cuts. 

 

10. Be sure to have head judge sign the scoresheet and indicate the time that the event ended.   

 

11. Be sure to turn in the completed scoresheet to the head scorekeeper.  Allow the emcee to 

announce the winners of the first 3 places. 
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CROSSCUT SAWING - MENôS 

 

1. Each member club may enter one pair of contestants, two males, who will work together. 

 

2. Each team must provide their own two-person cross-cut saw. 

 

3. The use of lubricants will be left to the discretion of the contestants.  The lubrication may not 

be applied over the cant or once the cut has been started. 

 

4. Cutting material shall consist of a squared cant uniformly ten by ten (10" x 10") inches of a soft 

hardwood species.  The species shall be specified to each school by January 1.  The cant will be 

firmly secured into a cradle twenty (20") inches from the bottom of the cant to the ground. 

 

5. The team which saws completely through the cant in the least time shall be declared the winner. 

Time shall start when the saw first moves, after it has been held motionless on or above the 

wood, and after the competitors have signaled they are ready to the judges.  (For safety 

reasons, the chip start was eliminated by a majority vote of advisors December 12, 2006).  

Time shall end when the cut portion strikes the ground. 

 

6. In the event of damage to the saw, the time is continued while changes or repairs are made to 

the saw. 

 

7.  Practice cants should be of the same species and condition as the contest cants. 

 

8.  All cants should be kept green by soaking with water as soon as possible (preferably two or 

three days after cutting). 

 

9. One practice start or cut shall be allowed on the competition cant immediately before 

competition. 

 

10. Contestants must wear safety chaps during the competition (Added by SFASU, 3-10-05, as 

result of approval of revised constitution with its risk management plan). 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: CROSSCUT ï MEN'S 
 

1. Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is scheduled to 

start; record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). 

 

2. Announce the order of schools (this is already on the scoresheet):  Changes may be made in the 

above order as long as all contestants agree. 

 

3. Read the rules to the contestants.  Settle any questions or problems now if at all possible.   

 

4. Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the cant that can be corrected or if they object 

to any other contestant's equipment. Discuss starting techniques and emphasize elimination of 

chip start: some will rest the saw blade on the cant, others will place the hand holder against the 

side of the cant, and others will take a running start. All of these methods are allowed.  It is also 

permissible for someone other than the two contestants from a school to pour/spray lubricant on 

the saw as long as the saw is not held over the cant. 

 

5. If the contestants request and you concur, you may ask for no more than 6 spectators to sit on 

the cant to help hold it secure.  It is essential that these students stay behind the framework that 

secures the cant to the holder. 

 

6. Please emphasize to the contestants that our goal is to have everyone cut on the same cant.  

Therefore, please try to make a practice start/cut within 1 inch of the end of the cant.  This 

portion will then be removed with a chainsaw to prevent the cross-cut saw from jumping into 

the practice start.  Encourage each team to use their discretion but try to make the competition 

cut within 2-3 inches of the end of the cant. 

 

7. Use three stop watches (3 separate individuals) to time the event.  The average of the closest 

two is the official time.  Occasionally, one watch (or its user!) will malfunction and you will 

have only two times; average these for the official time. 

 

8. Allow time for a practice cut on the cant and allow the contestants and the Events Committee to 

arrange the cant to their satisfaction, then ask contestants if they are ready.  Time starts when 

the blade of the saw touches the cant.  Time ends when the cut portion strikes the ground. 

 

9. Check for ties in first, second and third places.  Only these three places must be resolved by 

additional cuts. 

 

10. Be sure to have head judge sign the scoresheet and indicate the time that the event ended.   

 

11. Be sure to turn in the completed scoresheet to the head scorekeeper.  Allow the emcee to 

announce the winners of the first 3 places. 
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CROSSCUT SAWING - WOMENôS 

 

1. Each member club may enter one pair of contestants, two females, who will work together. 

 

2. Teams with only one eligible female competitor can avoid scoring zero points by adding an 

ineligible female from their school, or another competing school.  A 2-female team of this 

makeup will receive last place points, regardless of the time. This rule was adopted by a vote at 

the ASFC executive meeting March 17, 2007. 

 

3. Each team must provide their own two-person cross-cut saw. 

 

4. The use of lubricants will be left to the discretion of the contestants.  The lubrication may not 

be applied over the cant or once the cut has been started. 

 

5. Cutting material shall consist of a squared cant uniformly eight by eight (8" x 8") inches of a 

soft hardwood species.  The species shall be specified to each school by January 1.  The cant 

will be firmly secured into a cradle twenty (20") inches from the bottom of the cant to the 

ground. 

 

6. The team which saws completely through the cant in the least time shall be declared the winner. 

Time shall start when the saw first moves, after it has been held motionless on or above the 

wood, and after the competitors have signaled they are ready to the judges.  (For safety 

reasons, the chip start was eliminated by a majority vote of advisors December 12, 2006).  

Time shall end when the cut portion strikes the ground. 

 

7. In the event of damage to the saw, the time is continued while changes or repairs are made to 

the saw. 

 

8. Practice cants should be of the same species and condition as the contest cants. 

 

9. All cants should be kept green by soaking with water as soon as possible (preferably two or 

three days after cutting). 

 

10. One practice start or cut shall be allowed on the competition cant immediately before 

competition. 

 
11. Contestants must wear safety chaps during the competition (Added by SFASU, 3-10-05, as 

result of approval of revised constitution with its risk management plan). 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: CROSSCUT ï WOMEN'S 
 

1. Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is scheduled to 

start; record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). 

 

2. Announce the order of schools (this is already on the scoresheet):  Changes may be made in the 

above order as long as all contestants agree. 

 

3. Read the rules to the contestants.  Settle any questions or problems now if at all possible.   

 

4. Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the cant that can be corrected or if they object 

to any other contestant's equipment. Discuss starting techniques and emphasize elimination of 

chip start: some will rest the saw blade on the cant, others will place the hand holder against the 

side of the cant, and others will take a running start. All of these methods are allowed.  It is also 

permissible for someone other than the two contestants from a school to pour/spray lubricant on 

the saw as long as the saw is not held over the cant. 

 

5. If the contestants request and you concur, you may ask for no more than 6 spectators to sit on 

the cant to help hold it secure.  It is essential that these students stay behind the framework that 

secures the cant to the holder. 

 

6. Please emphasize to the contestants that our goal is to have everyone cut on the same cant.  

Therefore, please try to make a practice start/cut within 1 inch of the end of the cant.  This 

portion will then be removed with a chainsaw to prevent the cross-cut saw from jumping into 

the practice start.  Encourage each team to use their discretion but try to make the competition 

cut within 2-3 inches of the end of the cant. 

 

7. Use three stop watches (3 separate individuals) to time the event.  The average of the closest 

two is the official time.  Occasionally, one watch (or its user!) will malfunction and you will 

have only two times; average these for the official time. 

 

8. Allow time for a practice cut on the cant and allow the contestants and the Events Committee to 

arrange the cant to their satisfaction, then ask contestants if they are ready.  Time starts when 

the blade of the saw touches the cant.  Time ends when the cut portion strikes the ground. 

 

9. Check for ties in first, second and third places.  Only these three places must be resolved by 

additional cuts. 

 

10. Be sure to have head judge sign the scoresheet and indicate the time that the event ended.   

 

11. Be sure to turn in the completed scoresheet to the head scorekeeper.  Allow the emcee to 

announce the winners of the first 3 places. 
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KNIFE THROW  

 1. Each member club may enter one contestant. 

 

 2. Each contestant will use his own knife. 

 

 3. All knives must be of the woodsman or hunting type (a single edge knife with a finger guard) and 

non-folding blade.  It must not be home-made or manufactured especially for throwing.  The 

finger guard must not be bent backwards or removed from the cutting-edge side of the blade. 

 

 4. The target shall be the same as required for Axe Throwing: 

 

   The target shall be the end of a log or its equivalent, at least twenty (20") inches in 

diameter, and have a bullseye three (3") inches in diameter inscribed upon it.  Two 

additional rings of nine (9") and eighteen (18") inches in diameter respectively shall also be 

inscribed upon the target.  The center of the target shall be from three and one-half (3-1/2') 

to four (4') feet above the ground and the face shall be plumb. 

     

 5.  Contestants will be allowed three practice throws prior to the five count throws. 

 

 6. Each throw will be made from between two lines which shall be five (5) and ten (10) yards from 

the target respectively.  No point count will be given for any throw in which the contestant steps 

over the line before the knife strikes the target.  Amended March 21, 1996. 

. 

 7. Points shall be awarded shall be the same as for Axe Throwing: 

 

   Point value shall be: three (3) points for the inner ring, two (2) points for the middle ring, 

and one (1) point for the third ring.   Hits on the line shall count the higher point value. 

 

 8. Highest accumulated point score wins. 

 

 9. In case of a tie for first, second or third places, additional sets of five throws will be allowed until 

the tie is broken.  The losing contestant in the tie-breaker will automatically gain the next lower 

position. 

 

 10. The target will be placed so that the sun is at the contestant's back if possible. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: KNIFE THROW 
 

 

1. Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is scheduled to 

start; record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). 

 

2. Announce the order of schools (this is already on the scoresheet):  Changes may be made in the 

above order as long as all contestants agree.  

 

3. Read the rules to the contestants.  Settle any questions or problems now if at all possible. 

 

4. Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the target that can be corrected.  Have each 

contestant hold his/her knife out in full view.  Ask if there are objections to any contestant's 

knife. 

 

5. Make calls of points on the practice throws and keep a tally of the number of practice throws 

taken but do not record scores of practice throws on the scoresheet.  Record only the five 

contest throws taken for competition on the scoresheet. 

 

6. In the case of a tie for first, second or third place a runoff for these places is required.  Have the 

contestants involved take an additional five throws each until the place is determined.  Up to 

three practice throws will be allowed prior to their runoff throws. 

 

7. Be sure to have head judge sign the scoresheet and indicate the time that the event ended. 

 

8. Be sure to turn in the completed scoresheet to the head scorekeeper.  Allow the emcee to 

announce the winners of the first 3 places. 
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LOG CHOPPING 

1. Each member club may enter one contestant. 

 

2. Cutting material should be a ten (10") inch square cant of a soft hardwood species.  The cant will 

be secured at least four (4") inches from the ground.  The species to be used will be left to the 

discretion of the host club. 

 

3. Each contestant must furnish his own axe.  The axe used may be either single or double bitted 

with up to a 7.5-pound head and any length handle. 

 

4. Timing will start on a signal from the judges and will stop when contestant signals the 

completion of the cut by placing the axe on the ground and throwing his arms up.  Unless the 

cant is completely severed at this time, the contestant will be disqualified.  A practice cut or cuts 

will be allowed on the competition cant as long as the cuts do not extend into the competition 

cut. 

 

5. In case the axe breaks during the running of the contest, time will not stop while the axe is 

replaced. 

 

6. Fastest time for the complete cut determines the winner. 

 

7. The host club will inform the other clubs by January 1 as to the species to be used.  In turn, the 

member clubs will notify the host club of their acceptance of the designated species. 

 

8. There will be as many extra cants as possible. 

 

9. A five (5) second penalty will be assessed for each chop made ahead of the starting time. 

 

10. All contestants shall be required to wear safety-type shoes or foot and shin guards. 

 

11. Each contestant will have a separate cant which is approximately sixty (60") inches long.  The 

cut may be made at any point as long as the entire cut does not extend into the end of the cant.  

The cant cannot be moved from the general location it is set in by the host club.  The competitor 

may place the cant in any position, at that location, that he desires. 

 

12. A time limit of five (5) minutes shall be set on log chopping to reduce the danger of a competitor 

injuring himself due to exhaustion. (Added by SFA 3-10-05 as a clarification:  those contestants 

who are stopped by the judges at 5 minutes are not disqualified; they all tie for the last place not 

won by a contestant who completely severed the log.) 

 

13. The contestant may not in any way influence the severing of the cant with anything but the axe. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: LOG CHOPPING 
 

1. Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is scheduled to 

start; record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). 

 

2. Announce the order of schools (this is already on the scoresheet): 

 

3. Read the rules to the contestants.  Settle any questions or problems now if at all possible.  

Emphasize Rule 4 regarding completion of the cut.  Also emphasize Rule 12 regarding the 5-

minute time limit.  Contestants who are stopped by the judges after 5 minutes are not 

disqualified; see modification to rules by SFA. 

 

4. Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the arrangements that can be corrected. Make 

adjustments if necessary.  Ask if there are any objections to any contestant's axe.  Make sure 

each contestant has the required safety gear.  You may need to carefully inspect boots. 

 

5. You will  need two (preferably three) judges to time each contestant so it is suggested that the 

contest be run in two or three heats. 

 

6. Cover any ground rules: time ends when axe is dropped and hands are raised in air, time limits to 

avoid exhaustion, etc.  

 

7. It is traditional to allow about ten (10) minutes for the contestants to prepare his cant.  The 

contestant has in the past been allowed help to set up his cant.  It is also traditional to give a 

practice start count on the bull horn before the actual start.  This is a dangerous event so take 

your time. 

 

8. In the case of a tie for first, second or third place a runoff for these places is required.  Only 

these three places must be resolved by additional chops. 

 

9. Spectators must be kept well away from the chopping area, especially from the areas directly in 

front of or behind the choppers. 

 

10. Be sure to have head judge sign the scoresheet and indicate the time that the event ended. 

 

11. Be sure to turn in the completed scoresheet to the head scorekeeper. Allow the emcee to 

announce the winners of the first 3 places. 
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LOG ROLLING  

1. Each member club may enter one pair of contestants who will work together. 

 

2. The log will be twelve (12') feet long and sixteen (16") to eighteen (18") inches in diameter at 

the butt end. 

 

3. The log must be rolled from the starting line and kept between two parallel boundary lines 

sixteen (16') feet apart and sixty (60') feet long, to the end of the course, through the end stakes 

and immediately back to and over the starting line.  At five (5') foot intervals along the 

boundary lines will be pine lathes firmly driven into the ground. This lathe shall be one inch by 

one-quarter inch (1" x 1/4") and shall be driven with the long axis perpendicular to the log 

rolling course. 

 

4. For each lath broken or knocked over during the running time, a five (5) second penalty will be 

added to the total time of the entry.  An additional penalty of twenty (20) seconds will be 

assessed to the total time of entry for knocking down more than two lathes in succession.  

Whether a lath is knocked down or not is left to the judges' decision. 

 

5. Any broken lath will be replaced by the judges' representative after each entry has completed 

the event, but not during running time.  It will be judges' particular responsibility to assess if the 

log passes over a previously broken lath and to determine appropriate penalty. 

 

6. The log must be moved with the aid of cant hooks, peavies or combination tools only. 

 

7. Winners will be determined on the basis of the least time plus penalties. 

 

8. Lath length must provide a minimum of eighteen (18") inches above the ground. 

 

9. A penalty of two (2) seconds will be given for each illegal touching of the log.  A five (5) 

second penalty or disqualification will be given if the log is lifted over a lath.  A thirty (30) 

second penalty will be given for rolling the log over the end lath at the finish line. 

 

10. The host club shall provide a non-competing team to roll the log through the course before the 

first contestants compete. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: LOG ROLLING 
 

1. Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is scheduled to 

start; record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). 

 

2. Announce the order of schools (this is already on the scoresheet): Changes may be made in the 

above order as long as all contestants agree. 

 

3. Read the rules to the contestants.  Settle any questions or problems now if at all possible.  

Emphasize Rule 4 and Rule 9 regarding assessment of penalties. 

 

4. Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the course that can be corrected or if they 

object to any other contestant's equipment. 

 

5. In the case of a tie for first, second or third place a runoff for these places is required.  Only 

these three places must be resolved by additional timed rolls. 

  

6. Be sure to have head judge sign the scoresheet and indicate the time that the event ended. 

 

7. Be sure to turn in the completed scoresheet to the head scorekeeper. Allow the emcee to 

announce the winners of the first 3 places. 
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POLE CLIMBING  

 

1. Each member club may enter one contestant. 

 

2. The pole will be of any species other than pine (preferably sweetgum or poplar) six (6") to 

eight (8") inches in diameter at d.b.h. (while still on the stump) and twenty (20') feet in height 

(after being placed in the ground).  The pole will be debarked. 

 

3. The pole will be in the center of a circle eight (8') feet in diameter.  The contestant may begin 

his climb in any manner as long as he remains within the circle. 

 

4. Each contestant will be allowed two (2) attempts, not in succession, to reach the top.  If the 

contestant elects to use his allowed two (2) and reached the top on both occasions, his fastest 

time will be his time for the event. 

 

5. Practice on the competition pole shall be allowed 1/2 hour prior to competition.  Each 

competitor will be allowed two (2) trial climbs. 

 

6. Contestants may climb in boots, shoes or bare feet.  Nothing may be allowed on shoes or bare 

feet.  Prior to the pole-climbing event, the judge shall test the shoes or feet of each contestant 

to make sure they are not sticky. 

 

7. A contestant's time shall begin when his hand makes contact with the pole; his time shall end 

when his hands make contact with the top face of the pole.  The winner will be the contestant 

who completes the climb in the shortest amount of time.  The competitor has a three (3) 

minute time limit after his/her name has been announced to start the climb.  Otherwise, he/she 

forfeits that attempt. 

 

8. A marking device (chalk bag, etc.) will be placed at the top of each pole. 

 

9. There shall be at least three judges. 

 

10. The pole climbing event shall be in the afternoon. 

 

11. The competition pole should be debarked at least one week prior to the event. 

 

12. The host club must have a practice pole adjacent to the competition pole to allow for practice. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR JUDGES COMMITTEE: POLE CLIMBING 
 

1. Prior to the contest gather all contestants at least 15 minutes before the event is scheduled to 

start; record the contestantsô names at this time (Please print clearly). Changes may be made 

in the above order as long as all contestants agree. 

 

2. Read the rules to the contestants; settle any questions or problems now if at all possible. 

 

3. Ask all contestants if they have any objections to the pole or the course that can be corrected.  

Have all contestants hold their climbing shoes out in front of them.  Have the three judges 

check them over.  Have contestants check each others' shoes. Ask if any contestant has any 

protest or complaint about any other contestant's shoes. 

 

4. Each contestant is allowed three minutes to begin his climb.  Judges should tell the contestant 

when one minute remains. 

 

5. Three judges time the event, the closest two times are averaged for the official score.  Each 

contestant is given two climbs so the list of schools is run through twice.  The fastest time of 

the two is the official time for that contestant. 

 

6. Many times in past conclaves, the climber will reach for the top and miss; if 1, 2, or 3 judges 

stop their watch, then a valid time is not obtained.  Usually, though, at least one judge will get 

a valid time.  Using a 4
th
 judge may improve the odds of getting a valid time.  If a 4

th
 judge is 

used, he should be designated the ñbackupò or alternative and the time he clocked should 

only used if needed. 

 

7. Station 3 spotters around the pole to assist the contestant in the event they slip on the pole. 

 

8. In the case of a tie for first, second or third place a runoff for these places is required.  Only 

these three places must be resolved by additional timed climbs. 

 

9. Be sure to have head judge sign the scoresheet and indicate the time that the event ended. 

 

10. Be sure to turn in the completed scoresheet to the head scorekeeper. Allow the emcee to 

announce the winners of the first 3 places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




